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Agenda 

• The new strategic EU framework for growth and 

development in the period 2014-2020

• Europe 2020

• Innovation Union

• The growth and internalization of SMEs through their 

participation to EU programmes

• Horizon 2020 Programme:  focus on the “SME Instrument” 

and the “Research and Innovation actions”

• Workshop: how to write a successful proposal in the Horizon 

2020 Programme



Europe 2020 strategy 

Objectives:

• to move beyond the crisis and create the conditions for a 

more competitive economy with higher employment

• To deliver smart, sustainable and inclusive growth

The strategy is focused on five ambitious goals

The policy actions are coordinated between the EU and 

Member States



Europe 2020 five targets

1. Employment

75% of the 20-64 year-olds to be employed

2. Research and development

3% of the EU’s GDP to be invested in R&D

3. Climate change and energy sustainability

green house gas emissions 20% lower than 1990

20% of energy from renewables and 20% increase in energy 

efficiency

4. Education

reducing the rates of early school leaving below 10%

5. Fighting poverty and social exclusion

at least 20 million fewer people at risk of poverty/social exclusion



Flagship initiatives 

New engines to boost growth and jobs

Smart growth
Digital agenda for Europe

Innovation Union

Youth on the move

Sustainable growth
Resource efficient Europe

An industrial policy for the globalization era

Inclusive growth
An agenda for new skills and jobs

European platform against poverty



Innovation Union

It is the key to creating more jobs, building a greener society 

and improving our quality of life and maintaining European 

competitiveness in the global market

It contains over thirty actions points, with the aim to :

• Make Europe a world class science performer

• Remove obstacles to innovation which currently prevent ides 

getting quickly to market

• Revolutionise the way public and private sectors work 

together, notably through Innovation partnerships



SME’s growth and internazionaliation 



Support to SMEs and entrepreneurs

The European Commission sponsors several iniziatives to 

provide support and information to SMEs seeking to boost their 

business:

• The Enterprise Europe Network

• Your Europe Business

• The European Small Business Portal

• The SME Internationalization portal

• The Euraxess Portal



The Enterprise Europe Network

It comprises about 600 partner organisations in more than 50 countries 
which provide support on access to market information, overcoming legal 
obstacles and identifying potential business partners across Europe

It aims to:

•help SMEs find international business, technology, and research partners 
in the EU, COSME participating countries, and other non-EU countries

•help SMEs become active in the Single Market and beyond

•increase SME competitiveness through internationalisation and 
innovation support services

•involve SMEs in the policy-making process by transmitting feedback to the 
European Commission





Your Europe business











Horizon 2020



The SME Instrument



The SME instrument

Step Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

Objectives exploring and assessing 

the technical feasibility 

and commercial 

potential of a 

breakthrough innovation 

that a company wants to 

exploit and 

commercialize

to support innovative 

concept that has the 

potential to become a new 

product but still requires to 

develop a 

commercialization strategy

To enhance the 

company's innovation 

capacity

and develop the 

commercial/economic 

impact and long term 

sustainability

Activities

partner search

design or market 

studies, intellectual 

property exploration risk 

assessment, 

technological and 

commercial feasibility

prototyping, miniaturisation, 

scaling-up, design, 

performance verification, 

testing, demonstration, 

development of pilot lines, 

validation for market 

replication

training, coaching, 

support for the 

management of 

intellectual property and 

for access to finance, 

attribution of ‘quality

label’

Duration Around 6 months 12-24 months

EU

funding

€ 50.000 € 500.000- 2.5 million No direct funding





Research and Innovation actions



Horizon 2020



The scientific fields for collaborative 

projects…



II Pillar 

Leadership in enabling and industrial technologies

(Information and Communication Technologies

Nanotechnologies

Advanced materials

Biotechnology

Advanced manufacturing and processing

Space)

Access to risk finance

Innovation in SMEs



Societal challenges

• Health, demographic change and wellbeing

• Food security, sustainable agriculture, marine and maritime

research and the bio-economy

• Secure, clean and efficient energy

• Smart, green and integrated transport

• Climate action, environment, resource efficiency and raw

materials

• Inclusive, innovative and reflective societies

• Secure societies
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