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EUMedEA JEAN MONNET CHAIR TEACHING
Ad hoc Teaching

Elective Course The EU and Med Border crises/ 
L'Azione esterna dell'UE e le crisi ai confini Meridionali

TIMETABLE
30 November 2017- 1 February 2018.  All classes 

were delivered on Wednesday and Thursday a�ernoons 

(h.16-19), in Aula 21 Marzo, Department of Political and 

Social Sciences, University of Catania. 

FOCUS
The Mediterranean as an area of crises, with a special 

focus on EU policies towards the Southern 
borders and EU policies towards  migration.  

APPROACH
Multidisciplinary. The crises 

at EU Med borders were 
studied through the lenses 
of the politological
approach (Prof. Stefania Panebianco, JM Chair Holder); the 
economic approach (Prof. Tiziana Cuccia, JM Chair Teaching 
Staff) and the law approach (Prof. Rosario Sapienza, JM 

Chair Teaching Staff).

PARTICIPANTS
BA, MA and PhD students of the University of Catania. 

43 people enrolled by the set deadline (30th November 
2017)  and a�ended the EUMedEA elective course. 

Students were mainly enrolled at the Department of Polical 

and Social Sciences and at the Department of Economics. 5 

participants were citizens, CSOs activists or journalists who 
participated  for personal interest in EUMedEA topics in 
order to deepen their knowledge on the topic of the 

course.

FINAL  EXAMINATION
Class presentations, tests and written essays on one of the 

topics analysed during the course. As an elective course 
this teaching entitled to 6 ECTS.

TEACHING MATERIAL
Teaching material was provided throughout the 

entire duration of the course. Academic papers, 

statistics, key documents were sent to the enrolled 

students via a dedicated mailing list. Moreover, 
readings and power point presentations are available 

on the EUMedEA Jean Monnet Teaching webpage.

OUTREACH
The course was advertised through the Department 

and Catania University’s webpages, where a call for 
participants was published with all the relevant 

information. Moreover, the newsle�er of Catania 

university  spread information across different 

departments and a wider public. Finally, all the 

information about the JM Chair, including events, 

courses and the publication of JM working papers, 
were forwarded through a mailing list of a hundred  
academic contacts.

ASSESSMENT
Anonymous Assessment Questionnaires were 

distributed to assess students' satisfaction with the 

course's content and organization (Section A), their 

personal interest for the chosen topics (Section B) and 

their general satisfaction (Section C). Overall, 21 

students answered the questionnaire. The largest 

majority expressed a positive (score 4) and very 

positive (score 5) assessment on the course content, 

its multidisciplinary approach as well as the chosen 

topics. Overall, students' interest for the course was 

very high and all the students but one said they would 

recommend the course to their peers. The results of 

the questionnaire are publicly available on the EUMedEA 

webpage.

ATTENDANCE CERTIFICATES 
All the participants 
a�ending at least 60% of 
classes were awarded an 
a�endance certificate.

TEACHING  LANGUAGE 
Italian
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36 
Hours of Teaching 

7
Teachers & experts

43 

Students 

6 

Recognized ECTS

The EU and Med Border Crises 
The EUMedEA elective course in numbers 

2017-2018

GALLERY
Pictures of the EUMedEA Jean Monnet Elective course are available on the EUMedEA 
webpage at: h�p://www.dsps.unict.it/eumedea/gallery/elec ve_course_17-18   
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EUMedEA JEAN MONNET CHAIR TEACHING
JM Chair Holder's Academic Teaching Load

Politica Comparata Internazionale, BA level

Mediterranean Politics, MA level

Strategia delle Relazioni Commerciali, MA level

24 
Hours of Teaching 

36 
Hours of Teaching 

36 
Hours of Teaching 

3 
Recognized ECTS

6 
Recognized ECTS

6 
 Recognized  ECTS

Further information, including syllabuses, are available online: http://www.dsps.unict.it/

17 
Students 

25 
Students 

115 
Students
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EUMedEA JEAN MONNET CHAIR EVENTS
The EUMedEA events are activities organized to foster dialogue,  promote debate and  spread knowledge on the key 
topics of the EUMedEA Jean Monnet Chair. They are addressed to students, academicians, practitioners and a 
broader public. They include:

 Tables
-  Seminars
- Conferences and Round
- EUMedEA Crash Course SEMINARS
The evolution of EU defence policy and its 
implications for NATO

WHO: Prof. Jean-Pierre Darnis, IAI, Istituto Affari 
Internazionali (Rome)/ University of Nizza Sophia 
Antipolis

WHEN: 15 November 2017, h.9:00

WHERE: Meeting room, I floor, Department of 
Political and Social Sciences

PARTICIPANTS: Over 20 students of the M.A. course 
in Global Politics and Euro-Mediterranean Relations

LANGUAGE: English
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What recruiters look at...a view from inside

WHO: Dr. Angela Pontorno, Human Capital Manager, 
BaxEnergy. 

WHEN: 12 January 2018, h.10:00

WHERE: Aula 21 Marzo, Department of Political and 
Social Sciences

PARTICIPANTS : 
Over 50 people 
(MA students, 
Professors  and   
external 
participants)

LANGUAGE: English

GALLERY: Pictures are available at the EUMedEA webpage

Le sezioni di Tribunale specializzate per 
l’immigrazione. Catania-proge�tto pilota nella 
protezione internazionale
WHO: Dr. Calogero Commandatore, Giudice della sezione 
immigrazione del Tribunale di Catania.

WHEN: 18 January 2018, h.16:00

WHERE: Aula 21 Marzo, Department of Political and 
Social Sciences

STUDENTS: Over 30 people (professors, MA students and 
external partipants) 

OUTREACH: Advertised on the Agenda of Catania 
University  and Jean Monnet Chair webpage

LANGUAGE: Italian

GALLERY: Pictures are available at the EUMedEA webpage



CONFERENCES AND ROUND TABLES
La gestione della crisi migratoria e umanitaria nel Mediterraneo: 

il difficile ruolo dell’Italia nel contesto regionale ed europeo

The Round Table was the closing event of the Jean Monnet Elective Course ‘The 
EU and Med border crises’. Following the welcome address of  the 
Jean Monnet Chair Holder, Prof. Stefania Panebianco, who chaired the 
event, Prof. Fulvio A�nà (University of Catania), Prof. Marina 
Mancini (University of Mediterranean Studies in Reggio Calabria), 
Prof. Biagio Speciale (Université Paris 1 Pantheon-Sorbonne) and 
Prof. Rosario Sapienza (University of Catania),  discussed on the 
migration crisis in the Mediterranean and the challenging role of Italy. 
Overall, over 30 people attended the event. 

WHEN: 1 February 2018, h.16:00

WHERE: Aula 21 Marzo, Department of Poli�cal and Social Sciences
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3��rd EUMedEA CRASH COURSE

 Managing Crises at EU Med borders
TIMING:
8-14 July 2018. Monday to Thursday (h.9:00-18:00 and 
Friday (8:30-16:30. Sala Riunioni, Department of Poli�cal 
and Social Sciences, 1st Floor, University of Catania

FOCUS OF STUDY:
Advanced study and training event for PhD and M.A. 
Students interested in EU external ac�tion and the 
management of crises at the EU borders, migration in 
par�ticular. The objecti�ve of the Crash Course [CC] was to 
provide par�ticipants with an intensive academic teaching 
and with practices of crisis management. Moreover, it aimed 
to support PhD 
students in deba�ting 
and fine-tuning their 
research projects.

COURSE STRUCTURE: 
Three main sessions. 
Academic Session: 
Guest speakers 
lecture on a specific 
topic to provide 

par�ticipants with an intensive teaching on key 
selected issues.
Research Session: PhD students present their research 
projects. Lecturers comment on the PhD projects and 
MA students par�cipate in the general discussion. The goal 
is to support PhD students to improve their research both 
at the theore�tical and empirical level.
Training Session: Experts from interna�tional and non-
governamental organizations illustrate their 
cooperation experience in the Med area. The goal is to 
share the practice of crisis management on the ground.

The 3-session structure was adopted for 4 out of 5 
days of the Crash Course, i.e. from Monday to 
Thursday with the following  �time table: 
9:00-12:30 Academic session
11:00-11:30 Break
14:00-15:45 Research Session
15:45-16:00 Break
16:00-18:00 Training Session.
On Friday Morning, a visit to the CARA in Mineo, the 
biggest asylum-seekers’reception center in Sicily, was 
organized to allow participants to experience directly 
practices of crisis management as well as to meet 
asylum-seekers.

In the afternoon, following the final wrap-up, 
a�endance cer�ficates were delivered. 

OUTREACH
A call for participants was published and circulated 
in late February 2018 through academic newsle�ers 
(e.g. SISP; EISA; ECPR SGEU, EURAMES Info 
Service); academic announcements websites (e.g. 
H-Announce; educative.com; mladinfo.eu); Facebook
and the Agenda of Catania University.
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FUNDING & GRANTS
PhD  Students  were  offered  a  full  grant  covering 

accommoda�on and flight reimbursement up to 400€. The 

M.A. students (with the excep�on of those coming from

Catania) were offered half grants covering accommoda�on.
No registra�on fees were required

ECTS & ATTENDANCE 

CERTIFICATE
An a�endance certificate was 

delivered to each participant. 
The participants are entitled to 6 

ECTS. 

ASSESSMENT
Anonymous Assessment Ques�tionnaires were 

distributed to assess students' degree of satisfaction with 

the Crash Course's content (Section A) and organization 

(Section B), their personal interest for the Crash 

Course's topics (Section C) and their general satisfaction 

(Section D). Overall, 20 students answered the 

questionnaire.  The majority expressed a positive (score 4) 

and very positive (score 5) assessment on the course 

content and structure. In the section devoted to 

comments and suggestions, some participants 

expressed their satisfaction with the practical 
dimension of the course and with its organization. 

Overall, students' expectations were respected and 20 

out of 20 said they 

would recommend the 

course to their peers. 

LANGUAGE 
English

GALLERY Pictures 
of the EUMedEA 
CC are available 
at the EUMedEA 
webpage.

16 Hours of teaching 
7 Hours of PhD’s presentations 

8 Hours of training 

3 Sessions 
1 Study Visit to CARA, 

Mineo 

4 Academic Lecturers 
4 Experts 

6 ECTS More than 30 
Applications 

7 Full Grants  

5 Half Grants 

9 Countries 

APPLICATIONS
More than 30 applica�tions were received from PhD 

and M.A. students around the world. The Call was open 

until the 10th �of May. To be considered eligible, a full 
application required a CV, a mo�tivation letter and a 

research project for PhD Students; a CV and mo�tivation 

le�er for M.A. Students.

PARTICIPANTS
20 Par�ticipants were eventually selected: 7 PhD and 13 MA 

students from 9 different countries (China, Georgia, 

Greece, Italy, Kosovo, Spain, Portugal, Tunisia, USA.) A list of 

par�ticipants is available at the EUMedEA webpage.

SPEAKERS
The Vice-Rector for the Mediterranean area of Catania 

University, the Director of the Department of Political and 

Social Sciences and the Jean Monnet Chair Holder 

welcomed the participants. 
4 Interna�tional Guest Lecturers from Roskilde University, 
European University Institute/LSE, Warsaw University and 

Bologna University taught classes on key topics during the 

academic sessions and discussed PhD projects during the 

research sessions. 
4 Experts from different organizations (IOM, Italian Coast 
Guard, Catania Community Center and Comunità di 
Sant’Egidio) run a training session and shared their  
cooperation experience. 
Finally, the Vice-Rector for 

internationalization participated 

in the final wrap up and delivered
the attendance certificates.  

TEACHING MATERIAL
Teaching material was provided before and during the 

CC. Academic papers were sent to the participants 
through a dedicated mailing list. The PhD students' power 
point presentations were shared with guest lecturers 
before the beginning of the CC.

20 Students 

 The EUMedEA 2018 CC in numbers



   Sapienza, R. Ar�cle 77 TFEU, in Smit & Herzog on the Law of the European Union (Herzog, Campbell, 
Zagel edds), Ma�hew Bender Publishers
   Sapienza, R. Ar�cle 78 TFEU, in Smit & Herzog on the Law of the European Union (Herzog, Campbell, 
Zagel edds), Ma�hew Bender Publishers
  Sapienza, R. Migrazioni, Italia e Unione europea, in Libro dell'anno del diri�o 2019, Is�tuto 
dell'Enciclopedia Italiana



OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES (OERS)

The EUMedEA Open Educational Resources (OERs) are freely accessible media tools (e.g. interviews, video lectures, 
etc.) that are useful for teaching, learning and researching on EUMedEA key topics. OERs are available online at the 
dedicated webpage.

13  Video-Lectures 1 Interview Over 480 visits on  

the OERS Page (since October 2016) 

The EUMedEA OERS webpage hosts video-lectures that can be used as a teaching support. The 
video lectures were mainly recorded during the Jean Monnet Elective Course and during the 
EUMedEA Crash Course. 

Ÿ Migration and refugee crisis: the EU and its member states between obligation, self-interest 
and goodwill. The case study of Poland, lecture by Prof. Marta Pachocka, EUMedEA Crash 
Course 
(Catania 12 July 2018)

Ÿ The EU-Turkey Deal and the impact on refugee children, lecture by Prof. Michelle Pace, 
EUMedEA Crash Course (Catania 11 July 2018)

Ÿ The EU and the Migration Crisis, lecture by Prof. Sonia Lucarelli, EUMedEA Crash Course 
(Catania 10 July 2018)

Ÿ The Mediterranean between unity and fault line, lecture by Prof. Federica Bicchi, EUMedEA 
Crash Course (Catania, 9 July 2018). 

INTERVIEWS
‘Trump prepares to meet with Italy’s new prime minister in a moment of spiritual alignment’, 
interview to Prof. Stefania Panebianco, The Washington Post, 29, July  2018, p. 15
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EUMedEA JEAN MONNET CHAIR 
WEB VISITS AND USERS

NUMBER OF VISITS

5006 at the EUMedEA page

760 EUMedEA Working Papers page

480 EUMedEA OERS page

USERS AND GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION



EUMedEA JEAN MONNET CHAIR 
CONTACTS

For more info on the EUMedEA Jean Monnet Chair visit the dedicated 

website: dsps.unict.it/eumedea

              Follow the EUMedEA Jean Monnet Chair on Twitter:

twitter.com/eumedea

Mail the EUMedEA Jean Monnet Chair: 

eumdea@unict.it 

http://www.dsps.unict.it/eumedea
mailto:eumdea@unict.it
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